
How to co-teach our AS and A-level 
Sociology specifications
 

AS Year 12 and A-level Year 12 (first year)

A-level Year 13 (second year)

All students can be taught together.
The whole class studies:
• Education and methods in context
• Research methods
• One of the following topics:

• culture and identity 
• families and households
• health
• work, poverty and welfare

At the end of Year 12 students decide to:
• continue straight to second year of the A-level 

with no AS exam; or
• sit AS exams and finish with an AS qualification; or
• sit AS exams then decide to continue to second 

year of the A-level

AS assessment
Component one
• Education and methods in context
• Written exam paper  

(1 hour 30 minutes)
• 50% of AS

Component two
• Research methods
• One of the following topics:

• culture and identity 
• families and households
• health
• work, poverty and welfare.

• Written exam paper  
(1 hour 30 minutes)

• 50% of AS

A-level assessment
Component one
• Education with Theory and methods in context
• Written exam paper (2 hours)
• One third of A-level

Component two
Students choose one of the following from first 
year studies:
• Culture and identity
• Families and households
• Health
• Work, poverty and welfare
Students choose one of the following from 
second year studies:
• beliefs in society
• global development
• the media
• stratification and differentiation
• Written exam paper (2 hours) 
• One third of A-level

Component three
• Crime and deviance with Theory and methods
• Written exam paper (2 hours)
• One third of A-level

Students study:
• Crime and deviance
• Theory and methods
• One of the following:

• beliefs in society 
• global development
• the media
• stratification and differentiation

Students who continue to second year of the A-level study Crime and deviance, 
Theory and methods and one further optional topic.
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