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Paper 1, Question 2 – summary task 
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Examiner commentary 
 
AO2 
This student has been awarded 6 out of the 7 marks. They did not give three different details for 
bullet 2 as required by the mark scheme. 
 
AO3 

This student has been awarded 3 out of the 5 marks available. This matches the descriptor for 3 
marks, ie the language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate complex 
language accurately when required by the task. 
 
As outlined in the published mark scheme: 
 
Serious errors include 

• incorrect verb forms, especially irregular forms 
• incorrect use of pronouns 
• missing or incorrect agreements of adjectives and verbs/tenses. 
 
Complex language includes 

• use of pronouns of all types 
• tenses that support conceptual complexity 
• connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 

constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 
• use of present and past examples 
• use of passive forms 
• use of hypothetical conditional sentences. 
 
As you can see there were errors in using normal past tense: 

 לומדו, מפרנסה
 

Incorrect use of passive: 
נבדק-דקנפגשים, בו-פוגשים  

 
Incorrect use of agreements: 

 הדמות השליט
 

Incorrect use of the construct form: 
 חשיבות חשובות

 
Incorrect use of prepositions: 

 המשפחה המורחבת היתה עם חשיבות...
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Paper 1, Question 5 – translation task 
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Examiner commentary 
For marking purposes, the translation is divided into small sections and 1 mark is awarded for 
every correct section. 
 
This student gained 10 out of the 20 marks awarded for this task. 
 
There are a few key areas to consider when marking this translation task as outlined below. 
 
Errors in spelling 

Where the student’s attempted spelling is a recognisable form of the correct spelling and does not 
correspond to another English word, the attempted spelling is accepted, eg ‘weight’ misspelt as 
‘waight’ is acceptable, but misspelt as ‘wait’ gives another word and so causes ambiguity. 
 
The student made one spelling mistake: faugkt. 
 
 
Alternative answers 

Examiners will be provided with a range of alternative answers in mark schemes, but in the event 
that these do not legislate for all versions and variations which students might produces, the 
guiding principle will be that answers that convey the same intended meaning are accepted. 
It is important to remember that in any translation there might be more than one correct version fr 
this translation. It is impossible to second guess all eventualities but it is important to remember 
that marks will be awarded for every correct translation. 
 
Successful translation 

Translation will be deemed successful if an English speaker would understand the translation and 
if each element of the original text features in the translation. 
 
The reason for the relatively low mark awarded to this translation is that the English used does not 
always reflect the Hebrew correctly, is not always accurate, nor is it using correct English, for 
example: 
• the student twice confused the term  translating these the wrong way round 
• ‘heart moving way’ is a direct translation from Hebrew, however, there is no such term in 

English. The same applies to the translation ‘it can become dangerous that hatred will become 
part of them…’ 

• the words   were translated twice as ‘fight’, not really reflecting what the 
Hebrew says 

• wrong use of preposition in English: ‘get rid of hatred to their enemies. 
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Paper 1, Question 6  
 

 
 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
AO2 

In this essay the student shows a full understanding of the written source material and a good 
response linking each point with relevant research findings. There is a consistent effort throughout 
the essay to make a comparison with other minority groups on the aspects of demography, 
women’s status, education and service in the army. 
The essay fits the top band for Assessment Objective 2 well; very good evaluation of the research 
topic: The relevant information from the written source material has been fully understood. This 
information is consistently linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 
 
It is therefore awarded full marks. 
Mark for AO2: 10/10 
 
AO3 

The language used in this response is consistently accurate and is an example of the very best 
student. 
There is evidence of secure grasp of grammar and manipulation of higher language structures. For 
example, the use of passive verb:  

כבר משנות החמישים,שולבו כגששים ביחידת המיעוטים הבדואים אינם חייבים לשרת בצה"ל, אך  
The use of linking phrases:  

גרמו לא רק לאבטלה וקשיי פרנסה אלא גם לתופעות........     
The student uses a wide range of vocabulary which is a further indication of an excellent 
performance that fits well with the description of the top band for this Assessment Objective: The 
language and structures produced are accurate. The student shows a consistently secure grasp of 
grammar and is able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student uses a wide range 
of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 
Mark for AO3: 10/10 
 
AO4 

The student has demonstrated a clear knowledge and understanding of the research topic. The 
analysis in the essay touches on the unique aspects related to the minority group in the questions 
ie the change in their lifestyle from wanderers to an urban living and its implications on other 
aspects of their life which can be compared to other minority groups in Israel.  
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It is not expected of the student to exceed the word limit. However, in this essay, the student has 
written beyond the limit, and has achieved that without lifting much information from the text 
provided. The response expanded the topic and provided appropriate evidence to support the 
arguments. 
 
The concluding paragraph, although a bit short, includes both an evaluation of the current state of 
equality for the minorities in Israel and a view for the future. 
 
Once again, the performance fits well with the descriptors of the top band: Excellent knowledge 
and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. Students consistently select relevant 
information to support their arguments.  They consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their 
conclusions, demonstrating an excellent evaluation of the research topic. 
Mark for AO4: 20/20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

9 of 20  

 



 

 

Paper 1, Question 7  
 

 
 
 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
AO2 

In this essay the student shows a reasonable understanding of the written source material and 
there is an effort in the response to link a couple of points to some information from relevant 
research findings. However, some points in the essay are evidence that the student has not fully 
understood the significant meaning of the text and the writing is merely an attempt to rewrite the 
information without much understanding, for example; 

 צה"ל הוא צבא עם  הכח מרכזי.
גלויות וחשוב לצעירים כי הוא נותן החוויה  הצבאית מרכזית ומשמעותיתוג חוץ מבתחון הוא להיות במיז     

The level of understanding goes beyond the descriptors for the 3–4 mark band: Limited evaluation 
of the research topic. A limited amount of relevant information in the written source has been 
understood. This information is occasionally linked to research findings to form appropriate 
arguments and conclusions. 
 
It fits better if not fully within the 5–6 mark band: Reasonable evaluation of the research topic.  
Some of the relevant information in the written source material has been understood. This 
information is sometimes linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions.  
 
Therefore, the bottom mark for this band is awarded. 
Mark for AO2: 5/10 
 
AO3 

The language used in this response is reasonably accurate but there are a few minor errors such 
as:  
• incorrect spellings, for example בתחון, קור איתוך  
• some incorrect gender agreement, for example הדורות הצעירות 
• and more serious errors including incorrect verb forms, for example: 

 הוא לקלוט עלייה.....לנותן עוד הזדמנות
 
When deciding on the band it is important to look at the band above and the band below to see 
which is more appropriate. The student uses mainly simple structures and uses mainly the present 
tense. However, the vocabulary is of reasonable range and is appropriate to the task, so on the 
whole it looks closer to the 5–6 mark band: The language produced is reasonably accurate, but 
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there are a few serious errors. The student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is 
sometimes able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student uses a reasonable range 
of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 
 
Therefore the mark for AO3 is 5, the bottom of the band, as it is still closer to the band below than 
the band above.  
Mark for AO3: 5/10 
 
AO4 

The essay structure follows the text structure with some additional relevant information to support 
the arguments in the text and a partial attempt at evaluation and drawing conclusions, for example 

 קשורות לשירות המילואיםששאלות וערכים ב האחרונים שינויים חברתייםבשנים חברה הישראלית ב:שינויים בחברה 
 של צה"ל בחברה הישראלית.  םגם לשירות חובה ולמקוואפילו 

 נוער היום חושבים אחרת על השרות בצבא.בגלל כל זה הבני 
 
There is evidence that the student has done some research of the topic which is reflected 
occasionally in support of arguments with the relevant information, for example 

 א לא ממש חשוב לאנשים להתגייס.בדוגמה של אוסלו עשו עכשיו שינוי שהצבתהליכי שלום 
 

 and  כמו בתכנית של "הנערים של רפול" שזה תכנית  שעוזרת  לצעירים עם בעיות בצבא וגם אחר כך באזרחות
 ולהתקדם בחברה.

 
 
At 224 words (below the recommended 300), the student does not provide a full analysis and 
evaluation of the topic and the set task. However, it seems that there is enough evidence to 
consider the mark to be just above the 5–8 mark band: Limited critical and analytical response to 
the question set. Some knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. 
Students occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments. They occasionally 
use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a limited evaluation of the 
research topic. 
 
Therefore, the bottom mark for the 9–12 mark band is considered appropriate and the student is 
awarded 9 marks for AO4. 
Mark for AO4: 9/20 
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Paper 2, Question 3.2 
 

 
 

 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
This student wrote a very good essay. 
 
AO3 

This student gained full marks for AO3 in this essay. The language in the essay is very accurate, 
practically error-free and of a high standard at this level. 
 
The student met all the requirements of the 17–20 band. 
 
AO4 

This student has a very good knowledge and understanding of the text studied and an equally 
good understanding of the task given. There is a clear structure to the answer, including 
introduction and conclusion. There is opinion and evaluation and there is a lot of textual evidence 
to support these opinions. 
 
The reason that this student was awarded 17 out of the 20 marks available is that the first 
paragraph of the answer is a bit vague, general and a little pre-conceived. 
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Paper 2, Question 5.2 
 

 

 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
AO3 
The student gained 16 out of the 20 available marks for AO3 in this essay which is at the top of the 
second band of the assessment criteria.  
 
The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors. The student shows 
a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex language accurately. 
The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task.  
 
As indicated in the mark scheme guidance, the language in the essay is quite accurate but very 
simple. There is hardly any use of complex language. It is expected at this stage students should 
be able to show use of a higher level of language. 
 
AO4 
The student was awarded 8 out of the 20 marks available for AO4. 
 
Although it is quite appropriate that the student has a detailed knowledge of the film, the analytical 
ability and the ability to answer the specific question set and respond to exactly what the question 
is asking for is somewhat lacking. 
 
The student uses nearly 30% of the answer reiterating the plot of the film which does not meet the 
requirements of the assessment criteria as this requires evaluation which is supported by 
appropriate and relevant evidence. 
 
The answers seems not to have been appropriately planned. There are some pre-conceived ideas, 
which will have been part of the teaching and learning but these are not always used wisely, nor 
are they always supported by proper examples taken from the film. 
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Paper 3, Question 4 – summary task 
 

 
 
Examiner commentary 
 
AO1 

This student has been awarded 7 out of the 7 marks available for AO1. All required details in the 
mark scheme are included. 
 
AO3 

This student has been awarded 2 out of the 5 marks for AO3. The language produced contains 
many errors. The student shows some grasp of grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate 
complex language accurately where required by the task. 
 
As outlined in the published mark scheme: 
 
Serious errors include 

• incorrect verb forms, especially irregular forms 
• incorrect use of pronouns 
• missing or incorrect agreements of adjectives and verbs/tenses. 
 
Complex language includes 

• use of pronouns of all types 
• tenses that support conceptual complexity 
• connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 

constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 
• use of present and past participles  
• use of passive forms 
• use of hypothetical conditional sentences. 
 
As you can see, there were mistakes in using normal past tense: 

 ,התנועה מארגן, הפעילות כוללות, התנועה מלמדה
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Incorrect use of passive: 

נבדק-נפגשים, בודק-פוגשים  
 

Incorrect use of agreements: 
 

חדשותשותפות חברתי, אנשים   
 
Correct use of the construct form: 

 הפעילות התנועה
 
 
Correct use of prepositions: 

 לשנות את המציאות.... עם  שיחות, התנועה מלמדה לה...
 

Connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 
constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition: 

 אפשר לשנות את המציאות רק כלשנות דרך החשיהבעם שיחות ולהכיר...
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Paper 3, Question 5 – translation task 
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Examiner commentary 
 
Below are the general principles to consider when marking this task. 
 
Errors of spelling 
Errors of spelling will not be tolerated. 
Tense endings, irregular verb forms and adjective endings must be correct. 
 
Errors of gender 
Errors of gender will not be tolerated. Genders of nouns are clearly an area where guidance can be 
provided in the passage that supports the translation task. 
 
Alternative answers 
Alternative answers offered by the student – even if one is in brackets – will be rejected unless 
both answers are correct. 
 
A successful translation 
A successful translation is one which includes each element of the text to be translated and where 
there is no omission or paraphrase. 
 
Repeated errors 
Where a student repeats the same error within a question, no further penalty will be imposed in 
awarding the mark.  
 
For marking purposes, the translation is divided into small sections. Marks have been awarded for 
every correct section. 
 
The acceptable/unacceptable responses are clearly indicated in the mark scheme. 
 
The student has gained 17 ticks for this translation, which constitutes 6 out of the 10 marks. 
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Paper 3, Question 6 – multi-skill task 
 

 

 
 

 
Examiner commentary 
 
This student has written an excellent answer. 
 
AO1 

This essay was awarded the full marks available. The response met in full the top band of the 
criteria in that the relevant information from the spoken source material had been fully understood. 
 
Arguments/views were very effectively summarised and there was extensive evidence of drawing 
appropriate conclusions. 
 
AO2 

This response was awarded 9 out of 10 available for AO2. The reason that 9 marks and not 10 
were awarded is that the first paragraph is a little too long, dealing with history a little too much. 
 
AO3 

Full marks are awarded for this response as it fully meets the descriptor for the top band. The 
language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors. The student shows a 
consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex language accurately. 
 
The student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 
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Contact us 
 
T: 01423 534381 
E: mfl@aqa.org.uk 
 
aqa.org.uk 
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